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DISH OF THE YEAR
BRAISED SHORT RIBS WITH CREME FRAICHE MASHED POTATOES



The & Liwr
CHEF'S
CHOICE

The madti-course
taEting menu is
growing frend omong
many of America’s
top-natch restaurants,
including these
CHICAGS: At TRU, save
roim for pastry chel
Gale Gond's decadent
five-course dessert
exfravaganza,

Dariai- Big, bold Texos
Hovors meet Asian
atcents at ARACUS. The
ning-Courss Tosting
menu is avoilable on
Mandays and Tuesdays
and at the Chef's Table
on weekends

Las ViGas: Skip the
overcrowded Strip and
head instead to o bagal
bovarite, ROSEsMART'S
RESTAURANT, for @
tasting manu that
includes the house
specialty, roasted

rack of lamb

with block-olive
creamed potatoes
PHILADELFHLL: The Fve-
ond seven-course
spreads ot intimate
¥imel change nightly,;
crogs your fingers
they're serving the
chestnut fettuccine
with wild boar ragd

| Top Tables |

The Restaurant Reporter

Around the country—where to go now

BY TANYA WENMAN STEEL

i

The Buzz

In this roundup of restaurant openings in
2001, critics reveal the best new places
in their cities—and in some cases, the
mast overrated and most anticipated, too

leHICA |

From Phil Veuel, noted restavrant critic of the
Chicugo Trilmne newspaper

BEST AMERICAM: Serving up the classic American
steitk-house Gire of chel Mark Doran, PETTERINO®S 15
a clubby hangout partly inspired by New York's

Sarci's (note the caricarunes on the wall). Another

fvorite 15 SpriNG, where Shinan MoClain, who used

to cook at the fourstar Tno, serves Amencan food
with Asian scoents in a sleek minimalist Space.
BEST ETHMIC: OTRO Mas, a lively pan-Latin
restaurant in Lake View
Wicker Park—and this newcomer is proving even
maore popular than the onginal

1 MOST SPLURGEWORTHY: AvEMues, the

marble dining room in the new Penin

is a sister o the Mas in

sula Chicago hotel, showcases Gerhand

Dall’s version of Mediterranean- and

AVENUES

Astin-style sealood

L BEST VALUE: Famous for its pancakes
and scrapple, the decade-old Ha's has opened a
stylish West Loop location. With items like a
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